
 

 

 

 

  
 

 
PCSD celebrates safety team 
Please join the Poughkeepsie City School District in recognizing the valuable work of the 
district's school safety teams on National School Resource Officer Appreciation Day, Feb. 
15. 
Each member of our district safety and security team serves as an important bridge 
between youth, law enforcement and our community. Each serves as a trusted adult 
students can confide in, Code of Conduct and law enforcers, and the "eyes and ears" to 
keeping our school community safe. 
As valuable members of the district, please express gratitude for their unwavering 
commitment to keeping our schools, students and staff safe. 

 

Poughkeepsie advocates 
for Community Schools 
District leaders and Poughkeepsie City School District 
Community Schools supporters joined representatives of 
districts from throughout New York in speaking with state 
officials about the importance of funding for community 

schools and their programs. 
Tuesday was the ninth annual Community Schools Advocacy Day, established as a way to engage state 
lawmakers in understanding the school, home and community benefit of community schools. 
Parents and caregivers, school staff, community school partners and other supporters of community schools 
from across New York came together in a coordinated effort to amplify the importance of increased 
investments to expand Community Schools and technical assistance for the strategy throughout New York. 
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Though the day was originally scheduled as an in-person event in Albany, the winter storm that blanketed 
portions of the state forced meetings with state lawmakers to be held over Zoom. 
Dr. Eric Jay Rosser, superintendent of Poughkeepsie schools, and Jay Roscup, Wayne County community 
schools director, welcomed the many representatives from across the State articulating the importance of 
educating lawmakers of the impact of Community Schools in addressing the academic, social, emotional 
and wellness needs of children through a school, home and community approach. Rosser shared that 80 
percent of a student’s waking hours between kindergarten and 12th grade is spent in the community, 
whereas 20 percent is spent in schools, elevating the need for school, home, and community to identify and 
provide opportunities collaboratively that will holistically address student need. 
Representatives of the Poughkeepsie district presented to State Sen. Rob Rolison and Assemblymember 
Jonathan Jacobson, and spoke with staff members from the offices of State Sen. Lea Webb and 
Assemblymember Donna A. Lupardo. The Poughkeepsie group was comprised of: Rosser; Natasha Brown, 
executive director of community schools; Greg Mott, assistant superintendent of elementary education; 
Janet Bisti, director of elementary education; Julianna Lindquist, ACC AmeriCorps fellow; Charm Blaze, 
Community Schools support; and Community Schools liaisons Lorraine Boughton (Early Learning Center), 
Gilbert Colon (Morse Elementary), Jessica Ortiz (Poughkeepsie middle and high schools) and Justinne 
Rodriquez (Krieger Elementary). 
In 2020, the district designated all seven of its schools as Community Schools. Across the country, community 
schools build bridges between school, home, and community to facilitate a holistic approach that will better 
guarantee that children find success in and out of school. 
"I've seen firsthand the value of the Community Schools model in Buffalo and now here in Poughkeepsie,” 
Rosser said. “Advocating for an evidence-based approach to creating schools that serve as community 
beacons, bringing together school and community resources to improve student success and create 
stronger families and healthier communities is a strategy that I support implemented in communities across 
New York and other states.” 
This year the New York State Community School Network urges the state to adopt the following priorities: 

• Dedicate $100 million to expand community schools statewide. 
• Maintain the current Community Schools. 
• Set aside $250 million to ensure sustainability for current community schools. 

Information provided to lawmakers during Community Schools Advocacy Day is available through these 
links: 

• Participant Briefing Packet 
• 2024 NYS CSN Budget Priorities 
• Why Community Schools? 
• Messaging Guide Including Talking Points 
• Community Schools Evidence 
• Community Schools: An Evidence-Based, Effective Strategy for Reopening New York Schools 

Fellowship will help create opportunities for students  
Dr. Eric Jay Rosser, superintendent of schools, was recently invited to join the William 
Julius Wilson Institute (WJWI) at Harlem Children's Zone as part of its inaugural Place-
Based Education Leaders Design Fellowship. Rosser will serve with other district leaders 
from urban, suburban and rural school districts across the county. 
WJWI is a national resource for place-based, people-focused solutions that open 
pathways to social and economic mobility. 
The fellowship will bring district leaders, their cabinets and community-based 
organizations together to explore how school districts can catalyze collaboration, 
coordination and strategic planning with community-based organizations to create 
cradle-to-career pipelines in their communities. The goal is to address the challenges of 
intergenerational poverty and stagnant academic achievement. School district leaders 
and the students they serve benefit from community partnerships and access to 
national and regional networks of supporters. 

https://www.waynecountycommunityschools.org/who-we-are
https://www.waynecountycommunityschools.org/who-we-are
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/rob-rolison
https://nyassembly.gov/mem/Jonathan-G-Jacobson
https://nyassembly.gov/mem/Jonathan-G-Jacobson
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/lea-webb/contact
https://nyassembly.gov/mem/Donna-A-Lupardo
https://www.poughkeepsieschools.org/Domain/432
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pO_qyQEQsjTDO-J3jIMU3qKdJIFJqa7Y9AXGN6vd8P8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10JEz_jaEoANTn19X70NgbCA0ojXF_Q6T2vw35LSLwQ8/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UZLj43tNj7FU-36Chh3vZrXwj1iliMl9/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19-KjXG-Cy_xPujg_9ChYv4uwVMxVdUqWkSNoFiIo_Ic/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OP37TXVf84KeYxPqp0cC2J8MN_qbW5LsW7qHM3Ul3E/edit
https://networkforyouthsuccess.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/COMMUNITYSCHOOLSREOPEN.pdf
https://hcz.org/william-julius-wilson-institute/
https://hcz.org/william-julius-wilson-institute/
https://hcz.org/
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School district leaders are uniquely positioned to identify and engage high-impact community-based 
organizations and integrate them into comprehensive strategies to support students into adulthood. 
Place-based, cradle-to-career strategies are the solution to comprehensively addressing in- and out-of-
school factors that impact learning and opening pathways to social and economic mobility in historically 
disinvested neighborhoods. 
Partnering with the EdRedesign Lab at Harvard University's Graduate School of Education and Chiefs for 
Change, district leaders will engage in a six month immersive cohort experience beginning this month. 
Named for one of our nation's most prolific African-American scholars on poverty and inequality, the William 
Julius Wilson Institute works with on-the-ground collaborators and national partners to deliver comprehensive 
strategies, support services, and tools that systematically root out poverty and close opportunity gaps in 
neighborhoods across America.  
 

Green ‘right fit’ in PMS 
assistant principal’s role 
Danielle Green is already making an impact in 
her first few months as assistant principal for 
climate and culture at Poughkeepsie Middle 
School.  
A busy February schedule for Green and 
students included a performance from the ZuZu 
African Acrobats on Feb. 1; the first student 
advisory committee meeting with district 
Superintendent Dr. Eric Jay Rosser on Feb. 2; the 
first Lunch and Learn for Career Exploration with 
a member of the business community on Feb. 5; 
and the student success breakfast to 
acknowledge first- and second-quarter honor 
roll students, as well as students with perfect 

attendance, on Feb. 14. 
The top 100 students with great attendance in 

each grade, six through eight, were chosen to see the ZuZu African Acrobats performance, and 10 students 
in each grade, six through eight, are part of the student advisory committee. 
“What I’ve learned about our students, they can do anything with a little direction,” said Green, who took 
over the role in October. 
“I think it’s important we try to acknowledge and reward students for different aspects of their efforts. I think 
we would get a lot more out of our students.” 
Green shared what she enjoys about her role in the district. 
“I’m able to work with our sixth, seventh and eighth graders,” she said. “I get to know many students on each 
grade level. I try to tap into what our students are interested in and bring that to life in the building so they 
may have outlets and ways to celebrate their different talents and interests.” 
Green, a Brooklyn native, earned an associate’s degree in criminal justice and paralegal studies from SUNY 
Sullivan, a bachelor’s degree in black studies with a focus in law and politics from SUNY New Paltz, a master’s 
in teaching from Fordham University and a second master’s degree in educational leadership and 
supervision from Mercy College. 
Green taught social studies at Poughkeepsie High School and left for about 18 months to serve in her first 
administrative position at Franklin D. Roosevelt High School before returning to Poughkeepsie City School 
District in 2023. 
“This job is the right fit for me because it doesn’t feel like a job. It’s who I am,” said Green, who enjoys 
relaxing, shopping, spending time with family and being a soccer mom for her 9-year-old son Daniel. 
 
 

Danielle Green started as Poughkeepsie Middle School’s assistant 
principal for climate and culture in October. 

 

https://edredesign.org/
https://www.chiefsforchange.org/
https://www.chiefsforchange.org/
https://scholar.harvard.edu/wwilson/home
https://scholar.harvard.edu/wwilson/home

